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Structure

▪ Who we are
▪ About the program

▪ How to structure your studies
▪ Practical information on course registration and management 

(KLIPS & ILIAS)
▪ Courses in the summer semester
▪ The libraries

▪ Resources for international students 
▪ International cooperations
▪ Events
▪ Questions?



Diversity at Cologne University

The students in our MA North American Studies Program 
come from a variety of national, cultural, ethnic, and 
religious backgrounds. 
It is pivotal for us that all students are made to feel 
welcome here. 
We therefore encourage lively discussions and the 
exchanging of ideas on the basis of mutual respect.



Department of History – Institute for 
North American History

Dedicated to the study of North American history 
from the 17th century until today
Our research projects explore: 
▪ forms of social participation, marginalization/discrimination 

with a focus on gender and race relations; 
▪ the meanings of space and the built environment as 

reflections of and agents in power relations; 
▪ forms of exchange and interaction in travel and tourism; and 
▪ children and teenagers as agents of history, a perspective 

informed by historical Childhood Studies. 



Full Professor:

Prof. Dr. Anke Ortlepp

Email: Anke.Ortlepp@uni-koeln.de

Office: Philosophikum, Ground Floor, Office 

0.007

Associate Professor/Senior Lecturer:

PD Dr. Silke Hackenesch

Email: silke.hackenesch@uni-koeln.de

Office: Philosophikum, Ground Floor, Raum 

0.008

Faculty and Staff – North American History

Postdoctoral Researcher & Lecturer

Dr. Risto Lenz

Email: Risto.Lenz@uni-koeln.de

Office: Philosophikum, Ground Floor, Office 

0.009

Doctoral Researcher & Lecturer

Dorothee Schwieters

Email: Dorothee.Schwieters@uni-koeln.de

Office: Philosophikum, Ground Floor, Office 

0.010

https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/full-professors/ortlepp-prof-dr-anke
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/full-professors/ortlepp-prof-dr-anke
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/assistant-associate-professors/hackenesch-pd-dr-silke
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/assistant-associate-professors/hackenesch-pd-dr-silke
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/contract-lecturer/lenz-dr-risto
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/assistant-associate-professors/schwieters-dorothee


Faculty and Staff – North American History
continued

Student Assistants:

Pelin Ünlü-Holzhäuser (she/her)
Email: puenlueh@smail.uni-koeln.de

Mira Schruff (she/her)

Email: mschruff@smail.uni-koeln.de

Office: Philosophikum, Ground floor,                    

Room 0.003

Administrative Staff:

Sally Ehlers (Administration)

Email: s.ehlers@uni-koeln.de

Office: Philosophikum, Ground Floor,              

Room 0.004

Katharina Kloock (Library)

Email: Kkloock@uni-koeln.de

Office: Philosophikum, Ground Floor,                             

Room 0.006

mailto:puenlueh@smail.uni-koeln.de
mailto:puenlueh@smail.uni-koeln.de
mailto:puenlueh@smail.uni-koeln.de
mailto:mschruff@smail.uni-koeln.de
mailto:mschruff@smail.uni-koeln.de
mailto:mschruff@smail.uni-koeln.de
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/administrative-staff/ehlers-sally-administration
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/administrative-staff/kloock-katharina-library


Department of English I (ES I) –
American Literature and Culture

Dedicated to the study of North American Literature 
and Culture 

Our research and teaching explores:
▪ American Poetry 
▪ Speculative Fiction and TV
▪ Ecocriticism, Mobility Studies
▪ (Cultural) Violence Studies
▪ Gender and Queer Studies
▪ Intersectional Approaches to American Culture

https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher


Faculty and Staff – American Literature and Culture

Professor

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Judith Rauscher (she/her)

• Instructor American Literature & Culture

• Various courses & Module Exams

• M.A. theses

Email: judith.rauscher@uni-koeln.de

Postdoctoral Researcher and Lecturer

Verena Wurth (she/her)

• Intro to American Literature & Culture, 

• General advice about studies/exams

• Information about Rochester 

(on parental leave starting July 20, 2026)

Email: verena.wurth@uni-koeln.de

Secretary of the Department of English I

Bärbel Eltschig (she/her)

Contact for exam registration

Email: beltschi@uni-koeln.de

Associate Professor/Senior Lecturer 

PD Dr. Johanna Pitetti-Heil (she/her)

• Instructor American Literature & Culture

• Intro to American Literature & Culture

• M.A. theses

Email: jpitetti@uni-koeln.de

https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/team/jun-prof-dr-judith-rauscher
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/team/jun-prof-dr-judith-rauscher
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/team/jun-prof-dr-judith-rauscher
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/team/verena-wurth-ma
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/pd-dr-johanna-pitetti-heil
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/pd-dr-johanna-pitetti-heil
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/pd-dr-johanna-pitetti-heil
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/pd-dr-johanna-pitetti-heil


Faculty and Staff – American Literature and Culture
continued

Student Assistants 
Email: american-studies@uni-koeln.de 

Sonja Kowallek (she/her)

• General study advice

• Advice on research

Email: skowall1@uni-koeln.de

Kade Meret Schreckenberg (he/they) 

• Contact for event information

• ILIAS, Course submissions

• Kathy Acker Reading Room

Email: k.schreckenberg@uni-koeln.de

Leo Gotsche (she/her)

• Contact for event information 

• ILIAS, course submissions

• Website

Email:  lgotsch1@uni-koeln.de

Contract Lecturer
Laura Hartmann (she/her)

Instructor (SoSe 2026)

Email: laura.hartmann92@web.de



MA North American Studies

▪ North American Studies
▪ Master of Arts
▪ Fully accredited 2-year program (four semesters)
▪ Starts Spring and Fall
▪ Language: English



NAS Program 

▪ Cooperation between 
▪ the Institute for North American History and 
▪ the Department of English I (ES I), in particular

the professorship for American Literature and Culture

▪ Teaching cooperations at the U of Cologne
▪ Instituto de Historia Ibérica y Latinoamericana
▪ Institute for Art History 
▪ Institute for Media Studies

▪ Teaching cooperation with the North American Studies 
program at the Univ. of Bonn



Program Structure

•Exam: termpaper

AM1: Literary and Cultural Studies

•Exam: termpaper

AM2: History and Society

•Exam: oral exam
•You can substitute MM3 Postcolonial Studies with a module at the University of Bonn

AM3: Postcolonial Studies

•Exam: oral presentation and written component of your MA thesis

AM4: Research

•6 weeks 
•10-15 pages internship report

Specialization Module: Internship 

•60 pages

Master thesis



Aufbaumodul 1/ Advanced Module 1: Literary and Cultural Studies 
[4569NMFA01]

LP/CP

a) Vorlesung/Seminar: Aspects of North American Literature and Culture*

20b) Seminar: Reading Cultural Texts I

c) Vorlesung/lecture: Aspects of North American Literature and Culture

d) Seminar: Reading Cultural Texts II

e) *Seminar: Tutorial in North American Literature and Culture

f) Modulprüfung/ module exam: term paper (20-25 pages)

Aufbaumodul 2/ Advanced Module 2: History and Society 
[4569NMFA02]

LP/CP

a) Seminar: Introduction to North American History

20b) Tutorium/ tutorial

c) Seminar: Problems in North American History I

d) Vorlesung/ lecture: North American History in Time and Space

e) Seminar: Problems in North American History II

f)  Modulprüfung/ module exam: term paper (20-25 pages)



Aufbaumodul 3/ Advanced Module 3: Postcolonial Studies 
[4569NMFA03]

LP/CP

a) Seminar: Introduction to Post-Colonial Theory

20
b) Tutorium/ tutorial
c) Seminar: Postcolonial Studies: A Methodological Primer
d) Vorlesung/ lecture: Postcolonial Problems in North America and the 
Caribbean

e) Seminar: Applied Postcolonial Studies 
f)  Modulprüfung: oral exam (45 minutes)

Aufbaumodul 4/ Advanced Module 4: Research 
[4569NMFA04]

LP/CP

a) Kolloquium: Comparative Aspects of North American Studies I

20
b) Kolloquium: Comparative Aspects of North American Studies II
c) Kolloquium: Comparative Aspects of North American Studies III
d) Selbstständige Studien/ independent studies
e)  Modulprüfung: module exam: oral presentation with written component 
(exposé)

Bonn Exchange
possible for AM 3

Soon to be
renamed as
“Cultures, Theory 
and the World”!!!



AM 3: Bonn Exchange

▪ AM 3 can be exchanged with a module 
(Politics or Economics) from the University of Bonn

▪ Students must complete the entire module 
at the University of Bonn

▪ Students participate in the courses in Bonn, do the 
required exam and get a certificate which will be 
recognized for the MA NAS in Cologne

▪ For course registration, students must contact the 
lecturers of the specific classes and ask for admission 

▪ Offered classes and lecturer contact details can be 
found on the website of the North American History 
Institute.

https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/programs-degrees/courses
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/programs-degrees/courses


Musterstudienplan [Suggested Study Plan] 1
(adapted from Module Handbook, p. 18)

[

[1] ‘Vorlesung’ is German for ‘lecture’.

Semester 
(LP/ credit 
points) 

AM 1 Literary and Cultural 
Studies 
(20 LP/CP) 

AM 2 History and Society
(20 LP/CP) 

AM 3 Postcolonial Studies (20 
LP/CP) 

AM 4 Research 
(20 LP/CP) 

SM 1 Praktikum (10 
LP/CP) 

Masterarbeit 
(30 LP/CP) 

Σ LP 

1 Vorlesung/Seminar: 
Aspects of North American 
Literature and Culture

Seminar: Tutorial in North 
American Literature and 
Culture

Seminar: Reading Cultural 
Texts 

Vorlesung/Lecture: Aspects of 
North American Literature and 
Culture

Seminar: Introduction to North 
American History 

Seminar: Tutorial in North 
American History 

Lecture: North American 
History In Time and Space 

Seminar: Problems in North 
American History 1

~ 28

2 Seminar: Reading Cultural 
Texts

Modulprüfung/ module exam

Seminar: Problems in North 
American History 2

Modulprüfung/ module exam

Seminar: Introduction to Post-
Colonial Theory

Seminar: Tutorial to 
Introduction to Post-Colonial 
Theory 

Lecture: Postcolonial Problems 
in North America and the 
Caribbean 
Seminar: Applied Postcolonial 
Studies 

Seminar: Applied Postcolonial 
Studies

Kolloquium: Comparative 
Aspects of North American 
Studies I
 
Kolloquium: Comparative 
Aspects of North American 
Studies II

~ 32 



Musterstudienplan [Suggested Study Plan] 2 
(adapted from Module Handbook, p. 18)

[

Semester 
(LP/ credit 
points) 

AM 1 Literary and Cultural 
Studies 
(20 LP/CP) 

AM 2 History and Society
(20 LP/CP) 

AM 3 Postcolonial Studies (20 
LP/CP) 

AM 4 Research 
(20 LP/CP) 

SM 1 Praktikum (10 
LP/CP) 

Masterarbeit 
(30 LP/CP) 

Σ LP 

3 Seminar: Postcolonial Studies: 
A Methodological Primer 

Modulprüfung (module exam)

Kolloquium: Comparative 
Aspects of North American 
Studies III 

Selbstständige 
Studien/independent studies

Modulprüfung/ module exam

Praktikum/ internship

Modulprüfung/ 
module exam

~ 30 

4 Masterarbeit/ 
Master thesis

30 



Musterstudienplan [Suggested Study Plan] 3
(adapted from Module Handbook, p. 18)

[

[1] ‘Vorlesung’ is German for ‘lecture’.

Semester 
(LP/ credit 
points) 

AM 1 Literary and Cultural 
Studies 
(20 LP/CP) 

AM 2 History and Society
(20 LP/CP) 

AM 3 Postcolonial Studies (20 
LP/CP) 

AM 4 Research 
(20 LP/CP) 

SM 1 Praktikum (10 
LP/CP) 

Masterarbeit 
(30 LP/CP) 

Σ LP 

1 Vorlesung/Seminar: 
Aspects of North American 
Literature and Culture: 
MS American Cultural Studies

Seminar: Tutorial in North 
American Literature and 
Culture

Seminar: Reading Cultural 
Texts 

Vorlesung/Lecture: Aspects of 
North American Literature 
and Culture

Seminar: Introduction to 
North American History 

Seminar: Tutorial in North 
American History 

Lecture: North American 
History In Time and Space 

Seminar: Problems in North 
American History 1

Vorlesung/Seminar: 
Introduction to Post-Colonial 
Theory

Seminar: Tutorial to 
Introduction to Post-Colonial 
Theory 

~ 28

2 (Left over Intro + Tutorial)

Seminar: Reading Cultural 
Texts 

Modulprüfung/ module exam

(Left over Intro + Tutorial)

Seminar: Problems in North 
American History 2

Modulprüfung/ module exam

(Left over Intro + Tutorial)

Vorlesung/Lecture: 
Postcolonial Problems in 
North America and the 
Caribbean 

Seminar: Applied Postcolonial 
Studies 

Seminar: Applied Postcolonial 
Studies

Kolloquium: Comparative 
Aspects of North American 
Studies I
 
Kolloquium: Comparative 
Aspects of North American 
Studies II

~ 32 

 Take the introductions plus their respective
tutorials as soon as they are offered



KLIPS – Course Management

▪ Students have to register for classes and exams via “KLIPS 
2.0” 
▪ You received your student account user name together with your 

Admissions Letter
▪ Instructions on course and exam registration for students can 

be found on the KLIPS Support website (in English)
▪ Other services: download and print documents (applications, 

transcripts, etc.), view exam results, check payment status of 
social fees

▪ KLIPS Support with Sally Ehlers 
Help with registration and deregistration to the courses and 
exams as well as general questions about your study and 
KLIPS/ILIAS.

Please email Sally Ehlers with your questions or to make an 
appointment

https://klips2.uni-koeln.de/co/webnav.ini
https://klips2.uni-koeln.de/co/webnav.ini
https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/administrative-staff/ehlers-sally-administration/klips-office-hour
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/faculty-and-staff-north-american-history/administrative-staff/ehlers-sally-administration/klips-office-hour


KLIPS – Course Management: 
Course Registration Deadlines

▪ Registration Phases (for Summer Semester 2026):
▪ Phase 1: February 4, 2026 – February 17, 2026
▪ Phase 2: March 6, 2026  – March 26, 2026
▪ Phase 3: from April 9, 2026

▪ Registration Phases (for Winter Semester 2026/27):
▪ Phase 1: July 22, 2026 – August 13, 2026
▪ Phase 2: September 2, 2026 – September 24, 2026
▪ Phase 3: from October 8, 2026

https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/semesterplaene
https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/semesterplaene/sommersemester-26
https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/semesterplaene-2


KLIPS – Course Management: 
 How to apply for and prioritize courses

▪ Log in to KLIPS 2.0 with your student account
▪ Please note: KLIPS requires multi-factor authentification via Cisco Duo. If you are not 

present at Cologne campus to register for Cisco Duo before the course registration 
period, please follow the instructions by the IT Center University of Cologne.

▪ Attention: You might have to switch profiles from applicant to student status so that 
you are able to apply for courses!

▪ Click on 'Studienstatus', and then on 'North American Studies'. 

▪ By way of the drop-down menu (+), your personalized account will display only 
those classes open for students of North American Studies.

 

▪ See the KLIPS Support Website on Applying for Courses for 
detailed, practical instructions 

▪ Once you have applied for the courses, you can prioritize your 
choices during the Application Phase. See the KLIPS Support 
Website on Prioritizing Courses for detailed, practical instructions 

https://klips2.uni-koeln.de/co/webnav.ini
https://itcc.uni-koeln.de/en/services/accounts-communication/multifactor-authentication-cisco-duo/initial-registration-in-cisco-duo/first-registration-outside-cologne
https://itcc.uni-koeln.de/en/services/accounts-communication/multifactor-authentication-cisco-duo/initial-registration-in-cisco-duo/first-registration-outside-cologne
https://itcc.uni-koeln.de/en/services/accounts-communication/multifactor-authentication-cisco-duo/initial-registration-in-cisco-duo/first-registration-outside-cologne
https://itcc.uni-koeln.de/en/services/accounts-communication/multifactor-authentication-cisco-duo/initial-registration-in-cisco-duo/first-registration-outside-cologne
https://itcc.uni-koeln.de/en/services/accounts-communication/multifactor-authentication-cisco-duo/initial-registration-in-cisco-duo/first-registration-outside-cologne
https://itcc.uni-koeln.de/en/services/accounts-communication/multifactor-authentication-cisco-duo/initial-registration-in-cisco-duo/first-registration-outside-cologne
https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/online-help/students-new-design/first-steps/switching-profiles
https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/online-help/students-new-design/courses-of-the-university-of-cologne/the-allocation-of-courses/applying-for-courses
https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/online-help/students-new-design/courses-of-the-university-of-cologne/the-allocation-of-courses/prioritising-courses


Exam Registration via KLIPS

▪ See the KLIPS Support Website ‘Registering for Exams’ for 
detailed, practical instructions 

▪ Contact the lecturer of your class you want to take your exam 
with and discuss topics with them.

▪ The 3-Semester-Rule:
▪ Exams should take place in the same semester as the class they are 

based on. However, exams can also be delayed for up to three 
semesters. After three semesters, students can no longer base their 
exam on the course topic anymore.

▪ Please note that the deadlines for exam registration differ at 
the Institute of North American History and the Department of 
English I.

https://klips2-support.uni-koeln.de/en/online-help/studierende-neues-design/examinations/registering-for-exams


Exam Registration via KLIPS
Department of English I

▪ The 12-6-2-Rule:
▪ Exam registration starts 12 weeks prior to the exam date 

mentioned in KLIPS and ends 6 weeks prior to this exam date 
in KLIPS

▪ Exam de-registration ends 2 weeks prior to the exam date 
mentioned in KLIPS. If students de-register from their exam, 
they must inform their examiner. 

▪ Please note that the virtual exam date mentioned on KLIPS for
oral exams is usually not the actual exam date. Dates for oral 
exams are determined by instructors individually.

▪ Please note that the exam date mentioned on KLIPS for 
papers (March 15/September 15) is usually the deadline for 
paper submissions.



Exam Registration via KLIPS – Example
Department of English I

Summer Semester 2026 - example
▪ Exam date for written exams on KLIPS

▪ September 15, 2026
▪ Registration begins: June 23, 2026
▪ Registration ends: Aug. 04, 2026
▪ Deregistration ends: Sep. 1, 2026

▪ (Virtual) exam dates for oral exams on KLIPS
▪ Phase I: Jul. 13, 2026

▪ Registration begins: Apr. 20, 2026
▪ Registration ends: June 1, 2026
▪ Deregistration ends: June 29, 2026

▪ Phase II (via Zoom): Sep. 25, 2026
▪ Registration begins: July 3, 2026
▪ Registration ends: Aug. 14, 2026
▪ Deregistration ends: Sep. 11, 2026

 Check the website for the
actual exam dates!

https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/exams


KLIPS – Exam Registration Deadlines for the
Institute of North American History: 

▪ Registration Phases (for Summer Semester 2026):
▪ tba in May, check the website of North American 

History!

▪ Info on Registration and deadlines under ‘exam registration’

https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/programs-degrees/ma-north-american-studies


Courses in the Summer Semester 2026 – 
American History

Prof. Dr. Anke Ortlepp

Lecture
Class and Class Consciousness in North American History
Tuesday, 10-11.30 a.m. in H80 (Philosophikum)

MA Seminar
The fruit of their labor- The history of workers in the United States 
Thursday, 4-5.30 p.m. in S 0.012 (Philosophikum)

Research Colloquium North American Studies
With PD Dr. Silke Hackenesch
Tuesday, 4-5.30 p.m. in S 0.012 (Philosophikum)



Courses in the Summer Semester 2026 – 
American History
PD Dr. Silke Hackenesch

Introduction (Lecture)
Theories and Concepts in Postcolonial Studies 
Tuesday, 12-1:30 p.m. in S 0.012 (Philosophikum)
+ Tutorial SVL "Theories and Concepts in Postcolonial Studies " 
Tuesday, 2-3.30 p.m. in S 0.012 (Philosophikum)

Research Colloquium: North American Studies
With Prof. Dr. Anke Ortlepp
Tuesday, 4-5:30 p.m. in S 0.012 (Philosophikum)



Courses in the Summer Semester 2026 – 
American History

Dr. Risto Lenz

MA Seminars 
"We're stuck in this loop of stimulation but silence forces us to 
think": The singer-songwriter in digital media cultures
Friday, 12-1:30 p.m. in S 0.012 (Philosophikum)



Courses in the Summer –
American Literature and Culture

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Judith Rauscher

MA Seminars
OS: Theorizing (Non-)Violence in U.S.-American 
Speculative Fiction (AM 1)

Monday, 4-5.30 p.m. in S23 (Seminargebäude)

HS: Gender and Technoscience in U.S.-American 
Speculative Fiction (AM 1)
Wednesday, noon-1.30 p.m. in S12 (Seminargebäude)

 Please note that
attendance is mandatory in 
all seminars taught at the
Department of English I

 make sure you take both 
the introduction and the 
tutorial in the upcoming 
winter semester!



Courses in the Summer –
More courses at the Department of English I

MA and Mid-level Seminars 

MS: Blackness in U.S. American Literature, Culture, and Science (AM 1)

Monday, 10-11.30 a.m. taught by PD Dr. Johanna Pitetti-Heil in S63 
(Philosophikum)

MS: Re-Writing the Tempest (AM 3)
Thursday, 10-11.30 a.m. taught by Dr. Esther Fritsch in S65 (Philosophikum)

MS: Women Writers of Africa and the African Diaspora (AM 3)
Wednesday, 2-3.30 p.m., taught by Laura Hartmann in S82 (Philosophikum)

 Please note that attendance is
mandatory in all seminars taught at the ES I



Lectures

VL: The Gothic Imagination (AM 3)
Wednesday, 10-11.30 p.m., taught by PD Dr. Marlena Tronicke (Room TBA)

Research Seminars
CO KO: Prüfungskolloquium (AM 4, Literary/Cultural studies)
Tuesday, 4-5.30 p.m. taught by Prof. Dr. Andrea Gutenberg in S76 (Philosophikum)

CO KO: Prüfungskolloquium (AM 4, Literary/Cultural studies)
Monday, 2-3.30 p.m. taught by PD Dr. Marlena Tronicke in S25 (Seminargebäude)

Please note that Jun.-Prof. Rauscher is currently not teaching Prüfungskolloquia!
All AM4 exams must be taken with Jun.-Prof. Rauscher & PD Dr. Johanna Pittetti-Heil

Courses in the Summer –
More courses at the Department of English I



ILIAS Course Management

▪ Access to learning materials of your courses (presentations, 
course readings, power point files etc.)

▪ Various tools: learning modules, wikis, portfolios, blogs, tests 
etc.

▪ Ways to communicate with other students via the ILIAS 
internal messaging system, as well as forums, chats, or 
virtual classrooms

▪ Tip: check your University Email address daily!

https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias
https://sogo.uni-koeln.de/
https://sogo.uni-koeln.de/
https://sogo.uni-koeln.de/
https://sogo.uni-koeln.de/


USB: The Library

▪ At the University and City Library, you can study and 
check out books. The USB also offers a loan service and 
a wide variety of ebooks and other digital resources.

▪ Before using the USB‘s services, you must activate your 
library card 

▪ You can explore the library via tours and take study and 
research courses 

▪ You can reserve your learning space in advance

https://ub.uni-koeln.de/
https://ub.uni-koeln.de/en/working-borrowing/visiting-borrowing/library-card-password/meineusb-app
https://ub.uni-koeln.de/en/working-borrowing/visiting-borrowing/library-card-password/meineusb-app
https://ub.uni-koeln.de/en/courses-consultations/courses
https://ub.uni-koeln.de/en/courses-consultations/courses
https://ub.uni-koeln.de/en/courses-consultations/courses
https://ub.uni-koeln.de/en/courses-consultations/courses
https://ub.uni-koeln.de/en/courses-consultations/courses
https://ub.uni-koeln.de/en/working-borrowing/studying-working/place-booking


Library Book Loan Service @ the North American 
History Research Library 

▪ Opening hours: Tuesday to Thursday 10a.m. – 6p.m. 
▪ Workspace is available at the library without prior

booking
▪ Circulation of Materials: you can check out up to 10 

books for 2 weeks
▪ Library Tours will be offered during the semester and 

you can contact the library team for further questions
▪ Library Skills Tutorials and a list of free databases are

available on the library‘s website
▪ Bring a lock!

https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/library/service/libanswers
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/library




Library Book Loan Service @ the Department of 
English I

▪ Opening hours: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. on weekdays     
▪ The library of the ES I works primarily as a reference library, 

i.e. you can can read books on-site.
▪ Workspace is available at the library.
▪ Taking out books is possible for up to two weeks with the 

maximum of 5 books per person. Restrictions may apply if 
other students require them. Check your university email for 
updates.

▪ Rules and regulations may be subject to change. For more 
information and updates check the library’s website.

▪ Bring a lock!

https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/library


Special Library at the Department of English I: 

The Kathy Acker Reading Room

Philosophikum, Room 1.105

Contact: 
Kade Schreckenberg (k.schreckenberg@uni-koeln.de)

https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/research/the-kathy-acker-reading-room


Open-access Online Journal 
Co-Editors: Susanne Gruß, Johanna Pitetti-Heil, Judith Rauscher
Editorial Management: Verena Wurth

MA Students can participate by
▪ submitting academic book reviews
▪ submitting academic papers for the ECR Issues
▪ becoming an intern for gender forum
Find more information here. 

https://journals.ub.uni-koeln.de/index.php/genderforum


American Matters Blog

For more information check out: 
https://namcologne.wordpress.com/

https://namcologne.wordpress.com/


Coming from Abroad: International Mobility

▪ Check out the website of the Department 93 "International 
Mobility", specifically their information on Studying in Cologne, 

▪ They also offer Services for Enrolled International Students, 
regarding 
▪ your residence permit and extension of the residence permit at the 

Foreigners Registration Office ("Studienverlaufsbescheinigung“), 
▪ confirmations for authorities in the home country (Embassy, Military 

Service, scholarships etc.)
▪ working besides the studies, financing your studies
▪ academic planning, individual problems 
▪ the International Students Associations, 

▪ Cooperation with Department of German as a Foreign 
Language

https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international
https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international
https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international/study-in-cologne
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/en/international/study-in-cologne/services-for-enrolled-international-students
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/en/international/study-in-cologne/services-for-enrolled-international-students/international-student-associations


Coming from Abroad: Learning German

▪ If you want to improve your German while you‘re here, 
check out the Department of German as a Foreign 
Language

▪ The department offers language courses to NAS 
students free of charge up to B1 level 
▪ When registering for the courses, state your course of study!

https://portal.uni-koeln.de/en/international/study-in-cologne/department-german-as-a-foreign-language
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/en/international/study-in-cologne/department-german-as-a-foreign-language


Department 93 International Mobility 

▪ Christiane Biehl: Head of Department, North America 
coordinator (c.biehl@verw.uni-koeln.de)

▪ Britt Sperber-Fels: North America consultant *on 
parental leave (b.sperber@verw.uni-koeln.de) 

▪ General inquiries: Abteilung93@verw.uni-koeln.de 
▪ Offices: 1st floor, Studierenden Service Center – SSC; 

Universitätsstr. 22a, 50923 Köln

mailto:c.biehl@verw.uni-koeln.de
mailto:c.biehl@verw.uni-koeln.de
mailto:c.biehl@verw.uni-koeln.de
mailto:b.sperber@verw.uni-koeln.de
mailto:b.sperber@verw.uni-koeln.de
mailto:b.sperber@verw.uni-koeln.de
mailto:Abteilung93@verw.uni-koeln.de
mailto:Abteilung93@verw.uni-koeln.de
mailto:Abteilung93@verw.uni-koeln.de


Going Abroad

Students interested in studying abroad may explore the following 
options for funding:
▪     UoC Global

▪ Fulbright
▪ Erasmus
▪ German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
▪ EUniWell Abroad Fellowship

Students interested in internships may explore the following options:
▪ German Historical Institutes in London and Washington, DC
▪ New York Office of the UoC
▪ Goethe Institutes in the U.S.

https://portal.uni-koeln.de/international/uoc-global
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/international/uoc-global
https://www.fulbright.de/
https://www.fulbright.de/
https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international/stays-abroad/study-abroad-with-erasmus
https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international/stays-abroad/study-abroad-with-erasmus
https://www.daad.de/en/
https://www.daad.de/en/
https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international/stays-abroad/european-university-for-well-being-euniwell/euniwell-abroad-fellowship
https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international/stays-abroad/european-university-for-well-being-euniwell/euniwell-abroad-fellowship
https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international/stays-abroad/european-university-for-well-being-euniwell/euniwell-abroad-fellowship
https://uni-koeln.de/en/studying-teaching/international/stays-abroad/european-university-for-well-being-euniwell/euniwell-abroad-fellowship
https://www.ghil.ac.uk/
https://www.ghi-dc.org/
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/international/uoc-global/internationale-verbindungsbueros/buero-new-york
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/international/uoc-global/internationale-verbindungsbueros/buero-new-york
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/international/uoc-global/internationale-verbindungsbueros/buero-new-york
https://www.goethe.de/ins/us/en/sta.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/us/en/sta.html


Going Abroad to Partner Universities of the 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities

▪ University of Rochester, Rochester, NY 
(native-like proficiency of German required) 

▪ Washington University, St. Louis, MO

▪ University of Mississippi, Oxford, MS

https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/studies/rochester-exchange-program
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/studies/rochester-exchange-program
https://wustl.edu/
https://wustl.edu/
https://olemiss.edu/
https://olemiss.edu/


University Partnerships

USA Canada

Duquesne University, Pittsburgh Université de Montréal, Montréal

University of California, Berkeley Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, 
Vancouver

Allegheny College, Meadville University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver 

University of Mississippi, Oxford

Washington & Jefferson College, 
Pennsylvania
University of South Alabama, Mobile

For more information on application processes, scholarships, etc., see 
the International Office website 

https://portal.uni-koeln.de/international/studium-im-ausland/auslandsstudium/fakultaetsuebergreifende-partnerschaften


Not feeling Okay? Mental Health Resources

▪ Student life, especially for international students, can be 
challenging. Moreover, an increasing number of students 
experience psychological stress. 

▪ If you struggle with anxiety or think it might help to talk to 
someone, please make use of the following resources:

▪ Student counseling available at University of Cologne.
▪ Students who experience racist discrimination at the UofC 

can seek help at the anti-racism consultation hour, led by the 
therapist Jessie Mmari.

▪ If you would like to see a therapist on a regular basis, you can 
check out the webpage of the Kassenärztliche Vereinigung
(unfortunately only in German). The KVNO will try to find an 
appointment for you. 

https://www.kstw.de/en/beratung/psychological-counseling
https://www.kstw.de/en/beratung/psychological-counseling
https://vielfalt.uni-koeln.de/en/anti-racism/anti-racism-consultation-hours
https://vielfalt.uni-koeln.de/en/anti-racism/anti-racism-consultation-hours
https://vielfalt.uni-koeln.de/en/anti-racism/anti-racism-consultation-hours
https://patienten.kvno.de/service/tss


Not feeling Okay? Mental Health Resources

▪ Alternatively, you can search for a therapist via therapie.de and 
make an appointment for a “Psychotherapeutische 
Sprechstunde” (psychotherapeutic consultation) or an 
“Erstgespräch” (initial meeting).
▪ Although most therapists will say that they do not have the 

capacity for regular appointments, a first meeting will be a 
good start. The therapist might help you with giving you an 
idea what kind of therapy you need and might have a free 
spot after all.

▪ Here is also a list of resources for help in psychological crises 
compiled by the city of Cologne (in German): Please note: in 
case of an acute crisis, you can go to the nearest hospital and 
seek help there!

https://www.therapie.de/therapeutensuche/ergebnisse/?ort=K%C3%B6ln&arbeitsschwerpunkt=6&terminzeitraum=krisen
https://www.stadt-koeln.de/leben-in-koeln/gesundheit/psychiatrie/hilfen-bei-psychischen-krisen?kontrast=schwarz
https://www.stadt-koeln.de/leben-in-koeln/gesundheit/psychiatrie/hilfen-bei-psychischen-krisen?kontrast=schwarz


Events 
in the Summer Semester 2026



NAS Orientation and Information Meeting 
at Bonn University 

Dienstag, 14. April, um 14:00h (s.t.)
Besprechungsraum 2.2025 (2. OG) 

Institut für Anglistik, Amerikanistik und Keltologie
Universität Bonn

Rabinstraße 8
53111 Bonn

organized by PD Dr. Jasper Trautsch (trautsch@uni-bonn.de)



Institute for North American History: Events

April 28, 2026, 1-2 p.m.
Social Hour at the Institute of North American History
Grab a coffee, tea and a sweet treat and meet your fellow students between lectures

April 28, 2026, 4-5.30 p.m., Room 0.012
Guest Lecture by Jan Logemann (University of Bonn), “Navigating a ‚Taboo Market‘: 
U.S.-American Funeral Businesses in the 20th Century“

June 2, 2026, 5.45 p.m., Seminargebäude 106, Room 0.04
Guest Lecture by Sabrina Thomas (University of Wisconsin/ Madison): “The 
Borders Within: Race, Identity, and Family for the Black Amerasian Children of
Vietnam“ 

June 23, 2026, 4-5.30 p.m., Room 0.012
Guest Lecture by Monique Laney (Auburn University), title tba

June 30, 2026, 4-5.30 p.m., Room 0.012
Guest Lecture by Sinah Kloß (BCDSS, University of Bonn),“Tatoos/Racial 
Differentiation in Carribbean (Suriname) post-indenture communities“



American Literature and Culture: Events

June 11, 2026, 14-15.30 p.m., Philosophikum S65

Guest Lecture by Anthony Obst (FU Berlin) on “To Live and Die 
in Fortress L.A.: Gangsta Rap as Vernacular Theory of Carceral 
Space”, organized by Verena Wurth as part of the PS: Los Angeles 
Literature and Culture

June 24, 2026, 18-19.30 p.m., tba

Public Lecture by Michael Sawyer (U of Pittsburgh) on “African 
American Perspectives on the 250 Year Anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence”, organized by Johanna Pitetti-Heil in 
cooperation with the AmerikaHaus NRW, the Theodor Wonja Michael 
Bibliothek, and col.lit.ive

The events are open to all. To register, please contact american-studies[at]uni-koeln.de.



American Literature and Culture: Events
International Summer School (July 17-31, U of Cologne)

https://www.euniwell.eu/what-we-offer/courses-and-training/futures-of-well-being-
speculative-visions-and-critical-perspectives-bip
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American Literature and Culture: Events

International Conference
17th Annual Conference of the Gesellschaft für Fantastikforschung (GfF):

Violence and the Fantastic

September 17-19, 2026

Abstracts: June 1, 2026

Languages: German & English

Co-organized by 
JProf. Dr. Judith Rauscher (U of Cologne)

Verena Wurth (U of Cologne)
Aylin Walder (TU Braunschweig)

https://fantastikforschung.de/
https://fantastikforschung.de/
https://fantastikforschung.de/
https://fantastikforschung.de/
https://fantastikforschung.de/
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/research/gff-conference-violence-and-the-fantastic-sept-2026
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/research/gff-conference-violence-and-the-fantastic-sept-2026
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/research/gff-conference-violence-and-the-fantastic-sept-2026
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NAS Student Union

▪ New Student Representatives
▪ TBA (You?)
▪ New Members Welcome!

▪ ILIAS-Group
▪ WhatsApp-Group

https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias/login.php?target=grp_3858291_rcodefYxPueMSfc&cmd=force_login&lang=de
https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias/login.php?target=grp_3858291_rcodefYxPueMSfc&cmd=force_login&lang=de
https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias/login.php?target=grp_3858291_rcodefYxPueMSfc&cmd=force_login&lang=de
https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias/login.php?target=grp_3858291_rcodefYxPueMSfc&cmd=force_login&lang=de
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JOaL6fdtDVZDeDpTZDblnJ
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JOaL6fdtDVZDeDpTZDblnJ
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JOaL6fdtDVZDeDpTZDblnJ
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JOaL6fdtDVZDeDpTZDblnJ


Get in touch! Stay in touch!

Follow us on Instagram: 
North American History: northamericanhistory_cologne

Department of English I: es1_uzk

Check our Websites:
The NAS Website of the Department of English I
The NAS Website of the Institute for North American History

Join the ILIAS-Group of the NAS Students' Union to get in touch 
and exchange information with your peers

https://www.instagram.com/northamericanhistory_cologne/
https://www.instagram.com/es1_uzk/
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/studies/ma-north-american-studies
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/studies/ma-north-american-studies
https://anglistik1.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/abteilungen-lehrende/literaturwissenschaft/juniorprofessur-amerikanistik-prof-rauscher/studies/ma-north-american-studies
https://nag.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/programs-degrees/ma-north-american-studies
https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias/login.php?target=grp_3858291_rcodefYxPueMSfc&cmd=force_login&lang=de
https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias/login.php?target=grp_3858291_rcodefYxPueMSfc&cmd=force_login&lang=de
https://www.ilias.uni-koeln.de/ilias/login.php?target=grp_3858291_rcodefYxPueMSfc&cmd=force_login&lang=de
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